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Note from Rachel:

When we were in Brazil, in a new
culture and community, and away

from our family during holidays, we
needed to be intentional and figure

out what we wanted to do- or it
wouldn’t happen. It was fun to try
different things out, and find what
really fit us and our growing family.
I’ve put together the best things we

liked in this book: for us and for
you. There is no right or wrong way

to celebrate Advent and Lent, nor do
you have to celebrate at all. I've
found that holidays are better

spread out and shared, rather than
squished into one day with too

many expectations placed upon it. I
appreciate Advent and Lent to

have the time to sink my teeth into
the true meaning of Christmas and

Easter, and to share it and invite
others into it with me. 

This book is divided into two parts: Advent (including Christmastide and
Ephiphany) on one side, and then upside down--meeting in the middle--Lent

(including Eastertide and Pentecost).
 

Many of you are probably familiar with the idea of Advent, and some of you with
Lent. It is all part of a Christian liturgical calendar that I, coming from a

nonliturgical tradition, was mostly unaware of. Advent is the four Sundays before
Christmas (lighting a candle for each week, representing hope, peace, love, and
joy- and then a white candle for Christmas day). Typical Advent calendars start

December 1st to make it easier to reuse/commercialize. For my devotional, we will
do four weeks, starting November 28 to give extra room. The general idea is that

Advent is getting ready and leading us up to Christmas. 



After Christmas is called "Christmastide" which is the 12 days to Epiphany (in Brazil
we called it Kings day), remembering the wise men. All I knew about the 12 days of
Christmas was from the song, so when I made our 12 days of Christmas craft, I did

the 12 days leading to Christmas--not after. We are all learning! 







LENT RESOURCES

• ADVENT GUIDE •

BibleProject.
com/
guides/
advent

Holy Week
Playlist

The Gospels
Videos

Pentecost and
Acts Videos

Passover
Podcast

If you go on their YouTube channel, you can
find the playlists and videos, and if you go
to their website you can find the podcast.











Special Craft





Trees



Pinterest



1. Begin your Christmas list of who/what you will give
2. Begin Christmas decorations
3. Review your goals from the current year-how are you doing?
4. Go over your own family genealogy 
5. Go over Jesus' genealogy in Matthew and Luke
6. Put together a family Christmas letter to give out
7. Sit around with eggnog/hot chocolate and share stories of how God
has provided this year
8. Read the "Three Trees" book (or another Christmas book)
9. Study Christmas traditions around the world
10. Study Jewish traditions and Holidays
11. Read 1/3 of the "Best Christmas Pageant Ever"
12. Read 1/3 of the "Best Christmas Pageant Ever"
13. Read 1/3 of the "Best Christmas Pageant Ever"
14. Evening with candles/fireplace. Have a candle lit every day until
Christmas
15. Have an evening of worship
16. Have an evening of Christmas music
17. Read "The Gift of the Magi"
18. Find catalogs that let you send Christmas presents to people around
the world (Like World Vision, GFA...)
19. Watch "It's a Wonderful Life"
20. Watch "Miracle of 34th Street"
21. Plan all the special food you want for Christmas and New Years. Start
making Christmas cookies
22. Watch "A Charlie Brown Christmas"
23. Watch "The Grinch who stole Christmas"
24. Christmas Eve! Watch "Muppet Christmas Carol, open one present
each, sleep in front of the tree, attend a Christmas Eve service
25. Read the Christmas story 

25 Simple Daily Ideas for Advent














